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Accurate  Information 
Vital  In  Preventing 
Increase  In  Crucial 
Health  Problems 

The  major  concern  of  persons  attend- 
ing the  tenth  national  conference  of  Phy- 
sicians and  Schools  recently  sponsored  by 
the  American  Medical  Association  were: 
(1)  the  need  of  youth  to  have  access 
to  accurate  information  on  crucial  health 
problems  such  as  drug  addiction,  use  of 
alcohol,  sex  education,  and  venereal  dis- 
ease, and  (2)  ways  of  implementing  ef- 
fective health  education. 

The  A.M.A.  sponsors  these  confer- 
ences in  an  effort  to  bring  educators, 
practicing  physicians  and  public  health 
personnel  together  to  discuss  the  many 
aspects  of  school  health  which  are  of 
mutual  concern. 

Failures  in  solving  present  day  health 
problems  through  educational  programs 
were  attributed  by  the  participants  to: 

(1)  continued  community  resistance  to 
teaching   "controversial"   health  topics, 

(2)  a  need  for  more  qualified  health 
educators,  (3)  inadequate  communica- 
tion and  planning  between  state  and  local 
levels  and  between  physicians  and 
schools,  and  (4)  the  difficulty  of  getting 
information  to  the  individuals  who  need 
it  most. 

To  develop  successful  health  education 
programs,  the  participants  agreed  that 
special  health  classes  apart  from  a  phys- 
ical education  program  are  needed.  They 
also  believe  special  training  and  motiva- 
tion of  teachers  in  health  instruction 
should  be  developed. 

The  best  and  perhaps  the  only  method 
of  preventing  an  increase  in  the  pressing 
problems  of  illegitimacy,  dropouts,  ven- 
ereal disease,  alcoholism  and  drug  ad- 
diction appears  to  be  through  the  dis- 
semination of  accurate  health  informa- 
tion and  through  instruction  encourag- 
ing critical  thinking  for  decision  mak- 
ing. The  schools  have  a  vital  responsi- 
bility for  reinforcing  and  supplementing 
the  teaching  of  parents  and  other  com- 
munity organizations. 


THE  IMAGE  OF 
PUBLIC  HEALTH 

No.  7 

"Public  Health — A  Community's 
Best  Investment" 

By  Maurice  M.  Arnold*,  Glasgow 
Valley  County  Commissioner 

Does  the  general  public  benefit  from 
Public  Health?  Is  Public  Health  too 
high  priced? 

Serving  as  County  Commissioner  of 
Valley  County  for  the  past  twenty-seven 
years,  I  have  watched  closely  the  pro- 
gress of  Public  Health.  During  this 
time,  counties  have  come  a  long  way  in 
cooperation  with  the  State  in  betterment 
of  health  for  the  general  public.  Needless 
to  say,  much  is  yet  to  be  accomplished. 

I  believe  we  can  all  remember  when 
epidemics  of  various  diseases  would  en- 
danger the  lives  of  so  many  people  and 
the  death  rates  were  very  high.  Now, 
due  to  the  work  of  Public  Health,  many 
of  these  diseases  are  rare.  Vaccinations 
and  innoculations  played  a  big  role  in 
this  control.  Education  of  the  public  also 
played  a  major  role.  In  all  this  we  must 
not  underestimate  the  work  of  our  Pub- 
lic Health  doctors,  nurses,  and  sanitar- 
ians. 

Our  county  has  a  part-time  health  of- 
ficer and  has  employed  a  public  health 
nurse  since  1943.  Her  work  covers  a 
wider  range  of  activities  than  is  generally 
realized. 

Most  people  are  aware  of  her  school 
health  activities,  which  include  home  vis- 
its to  advise  parents  on  obtaining  care 
for  health  problems  which  have  arisen. 
She  also  counsels  parents  of  crippled  or 
mentally  retarded  children,  and  gives  as- 
sistance to  the  chronically  ill  of  all  age 
groups.  She  carries  out  the  necessary 
work  of  tuberculosis  and  venereal  dis- 
ease control,  and  with  the  health  officer, 
is  a  focal  person  in  stopping  the  spread 


*Maurice  Arnold  is  a  rancher  and  has  been 
a  Valley  County  Commissioner  for  27 
years.  He  is  a  past  president  of  the  State 
Association  of  County  Commissioners,  and 
is  a  menjiber  of  its  Public  Lands  Com- 
mittee. 


of  any  infectious  disease  which  threatens 
the  community. 

Since  1963  we  have  also  had  a  sani- 
tarian together  with  Roosevelt  County. 
Through  his  efforts  we  have  improved 
food  handling,  eating  places,  drinking 
places,  sewage  and  lagoons  which  are 
vital  factors  in  the  health  of  a  com- 
munity. 

I  think  the  pre-school  checkup  is  an 
outstanding  accomplishment.  Many  dis- 
eases such  as  diabetes,  heart  conditions, 
etc.,  in  seemingly  healthy  children  have 
been  discovered  before  they  were  too 
far  advanced.  These  are  referred  to 
their  family  physician  for  care.  Routine 
checks  of  eyes,  ears  and  teeth  in  the 
schools  are  very  important.  Better  health 
means  better  students  and  citizens. 

Public  health  activities  ara  carried  out 
for  the  benefit  of  all  citizens  in  the  com- 
munity, whether  rich  or  poor.  Through 
the  crippled  children's  program  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  and  our  own 
county  welfare  department,  the  unfortu- 
nate young  and  old  can  receive  needed 
care.  No  longer  does  a  child  need  to 
grow  up  with  his  teeth,  eyes  or  general 
health  neglected. 

Much  of  the  workings  of  public  health 
seem  to  be  taken  for  granted  by  the  pub- 
•     (Continued  on  page  4) 


Governor  Tim  Babcock  has  named  the 
State  Board  of  Health  the  State  agency 
having  t  h  e  responsibility  for  "Solid 
Waste  Disposal".  The  designation  of  a 
single  State  agency  to  assume  this  re- 
sponsibility is  a  requirement  for  State 
participation  under  the  Federal  "Solid 
Waste  Disposal  Act"  which  was  signed 
into  law  on  October  20th. 

"Solid  Waste  Disposal"  means  garbage, 
refuse  and  other  discarded  solid  ma- 
terials, including  those  resulting  from 
industrial,  commercial,  agricultural  op- 
erations and  from  community  activities, 
other  than  sewage,  Mr.  Brinck,  director 
of  the  Board's  division  of  environmental 
sanitation  said.  The  "SWD"  Act  will 
provide  the  State  up  to  50%  of  the  cost 
for  surveying  the  current  disposal  prac- 
tices, and  developing  a  plan  for  the  im- 
provement of  these  practices  which  will 
reduce  health  hazards  and  environmen- 
tal blight. 

If  the  50%  Federal  assistance  can  be 
utilized  by  Montana,  the  State  Board  of 
Health  will  be  able  to  implement  the 
new  legislation  passed  by  the  1965  legis- 
lature aimed  at  improving  garbage  dis- 
posal for  Montana  municipalities. 

The  problems  of  disposal  which  have 
mounted  throughout  the  nation  are  due 
to: 

Cause  of  Mounting  Problems 

— the  rising  tide  of  scrap,  discarded  and 
waste  materials  caused  by  the  rise  in 
the  economic  and  population  growth 
of  the  nation. 

— the  concentration  of  population  in 
urban  areas. 

— the  ineffective  and  improper  methods 
of  disposal  of  solid  wastes  creating 
serious  hazards  to  public  health,  in- 
cluding pollution  of  air  and  water  re- 
sources, accident  hazards,  the  increase 
in  rodent  and  insect  vectors  of  dis- 
ease, and  public  nuisances. 

— failure  or  inability  to  salvage  and  re- 
use these  waste  materials  economic- 
ally. 

In  addition  to  providing  technical  and 
financial  assistance  to  the  States,  the  act 
proposed  to  initiate  and  accelerate  re- 
search and  development  programs  for 
new  and  improved  methods  of  proper 
and  economic  solid-waste  disposal.  This 
will  include  studies  directed  toward  the 
conservation  of  natural  resources  by  re- 
ducing the  amount  of  waste  and  unsal- 
vageable  materials  and  by  the  recovery 
and  utilization  of  potential  resources  in 
solid  wastes. 


SBH  Staff  Members  on  .  .  . 

National  Programs 

During  the  1965  calendar  year  sev- 
eral members  on  the  staff  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  have  presented  papers 
or  participated  on  panels  at  National 
Health  Association  annual  meetings. 
James  R.  Meldrum,  Speech  Therapist  at 
the  Center  for  Cerebral  Palsy  and  Handi- 
capped Children  presented  a  paper  to  the 
American  Speech  and  Hearing  Associa- 
tion. This  meeting  was  held  in  Novem- 
ber in  Chicago.  The  paper  he  presented 
was  based  on  his  master's  thesis,  "Rela- 
tionships Between  Tongue  Length  and 
Tongue  Function."  His  thesis  was  pre- 
pared while  he  was  at  the  Utah  State 
University  in  Logan,  Utah. 

C.  W.  Brinck,  director  of  the  Divi- 
sion of  Environmental  Sanitation,  pre- 
sented a  paper  on  the  "Control  of  Indus- 
trial Wastes  in  Montana"  to  the  Manu- 
facturing Chemists'  Association.  This 
meeting  was  an  Intermountain  Work- 
shop on  Water  Pollution  held  in  Denver 
in  October. 

For  the  American  Association  for  Vi- 
tal Records  and  Public  Health  Statis- 
tics meeting  in  Chicago  last  August,  John 
C.  Wilson,  State  Registrar  and  Director 
of  Records  and  Statistics,  presented  a 
paper  on  "Marriage  and  Divorce  Regis- 
tration. 

Mrs.  K.  Elizabeth  Burrell,  director  of 
Public  Health  Education,  served  as  a 
panelist  at  two  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion meetings.  In  July  in  Honolulu  at 
the  Western  Regional  meeting  of  the 
American  Public  Health  Association,  she 
spoke  on  the  educational  implications  in 
"Family  Planning  Programs"  and  in  Oc- 
tober to  the  American  Public  Health 
Association  on  the  educational  aspects 
of  programs  on  "Smoking  and  Health." 

Roland  Pratt,  assistant  director,  Vacci- 
nation Program  in  the  division  of  disease 
control,  explained  the  Montana  Vaccina- 
tion Program  at  a  regional  meeting  of 
the  Vaccination  Program  sponsored  by 
the  Communicable  Disease  Center.  The 
meeting  was  held  in  Billings  in  October. 

Benjamin  Wake,  Industrial  Hygiene 
Engineer,  presented  a  paper  at  a  Con- 
ference of  Industrial  Hygiene  in  Salt 
Lake  City  in  April,  the  title  of  his  paper 
was,  "Industrial  Hygiene  in  Newspaper 
Plants." 

Miss  Frances  Davidson,  Maternal  and 
Child  Health  Nursing  Consultant,  re- 
viewed the  progress  being  made  in  the 
Board's  special  Maternal  and  Child 
Health  Nursing  Project  in  Billings  and 
the  Education  for  Parenthood  Program 
for  High  School  Students,  sponsored  by 


GOV.  NAMES  ADVISORY 
COUNCIL  MEMBERS 

Members  of  the  new  council  on 
Hospital,  Medical  and  Related  Facili- 
ties were  named  last  month  by  Gover- 
nor Tim  Babcock.  This  new  council  re- 
places the  former  Advisory  Council 
which  had  been  in  existence  since  the 
construction  program  for  these  facili- 
ties was  first  developed  in  1947. 

The  appointment  of  a  new  council  is 
necessary  since  Federal  construction 
funds  have  within  the  last  two  years 
been  extended  to  Mental  Health  Retar- 
dation facilities.  The  State  Board  of 
Health  has  been  designated  as  the  Mon- 
tana State  Agency  within  the  State  to 
implement  the  various  provisions  of 
these  programs,  with  enabling  legislation 
enacted  by  the  1965  legislative  assembly. 

The  Advisory  Council  is  required  by 
Federal  and  State  law  to  advise  and 
consult  with  the  Board  in  administering 
these  construction  grants.  The  Council 
makes  recommendations  for  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Montana  Construction  Pro- 
gram Plan.  These  recommendations  are 
submitted  to  the  State  Board  of  Health 
for  adoption. 

Named  to  the  council  with  three-year 
terms,  ending  January  1,  1969  are:  Dr. 
John  S.  Anderson,  M.  E.  Donovan,  John 
Fouse  and  Floyd  Green,  all  of  Helena; 
Dr.  Bryce  Hughett,  Billings;  and  V.  R. 
Powers,  Missoula. 

Anderson,  as  executive  officer  of  the 
Board  of  Health,  is  chairman  of  the 
council. 

Serving  two-year  terms  are:  Dr.  David 
Gregory,  Glasgow;  Mrs.  Helena  John- 
son, Bozeman;  Dr.  Leonard  Kuffell  and 
Mrs.  Tom  Payne,  both  of  Missoula;  Red 
Welsh,  Billings;  and  Hubert  White, 
Townsend. 

Appointed  to  one-year  terms  are:  Mrs. 
Steve  Birch,  Miss  Elizabeth  Havnen  and 
Ervin  S.  Thoreson,  all  of  Great  Falls; 
W.  Boyce  Clark,  Miles  City;  Tom  Mc- 
Master  and  A.  W.  Scribner,  both  of 
Helena. 


the  SBH.  These  presentations  were  made 
at  a  regional  institute  held  in  Denver 
last  May. 

John  R.  Snyder,  D.D.S.,  M.P.H.,  di- 
rector of  the  Board's  Division  of  Dental 
Health,  presented  a  summary  report  on 
the  "Montana  Joint  Medical-Dental  Oral 
Cancer  Demonstration"  in  November  at 
the  American  Dental  Association  annual 
meeting  held  in  Las  Vegas. 


Montana  Psychologists  Devise  .... 

RAPID  SCREENING  INTELLIGENCE 
TEST  FOR  USE  BY  PEDIATRICIANS 

"Ammons'  Quick  Test"*  (Q  T)  for  pediatric  use  in  screening 
intelligence  deviations  in  school-aged  children  has  been  developed 
by  R.  B.  Ammons,  Ph.  D.,  and  C.  H.  Ammons,  psychologists  in  Mis- 
soula. Dr.  R.  B.  Ammons  is  on  the  staff  of  the  psychology  department 
of  the  University  of  Montana. 


The  purpose  of  the  QT  is  to  provide 
the  pediatrician  with  a  test  to  be  used 
as  an  adjunct  to  those  procedures  pres- 
ently recommended  as  a  part  of  his  ex- 
amination of  the  school-aged  child.  A 
team  of  specialistsf  utilizing  the  QT  on 
50  children  who  were  receiving  care 
from  the  Children's  Outpatient  Clinic  at 
the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  con- 
ducted a  study  designed  to  explore  the 
diagnostic  validity  of  this  test  as  ad- 
ministered by  a  pediatrician. 

The  preliminary  report  of  their  study, 
published  in  the  American  Journal  of 
the  Diseases  of  Children  in  the  June, 
1965  issue,  states  that  it  has  also  proven 
that  the  test  is  of  assistance  in  the  initial 
evaluation  of  children  failing  in  school. 
In  these  cases,  when  the  pediatrician 
couples  the  results  with  a  quantitative 
assessment  of  the  child's  behavior  status, 
it  helps  to  distinguish  those  youngsters 
whose  poor  academic  performance  may 
reflect  a  basic  intellectual  deficiency 
from  those  with  adequate  intelligence 
whose  under-achievement  may  be  a 
symptom  of  an  underlying  emotional 
perceptual  disorder. 

Services  of  Clinical  Psychologist 
Not  Replaced 

"While  it  is  suggested  that  the  pedi- 
atrition  develop  sufficient  competence  in 
the  use  of  such  a  screening  procedure  so 
that  it  may  become  an  integral  part  of 
his  routine  evaluation,  this  is  not  to 
advocate  that  he  ignore  or  dispense  with 
the  services  of  his  colleagues  in  the  be- 
havioral sciences.  On  the  contrary,  it 
would  seem  that  information  such  as 
that  provided  by  the  QT  places  the  pedi- 
atrician in  a  better  position  to  make 
optional  use  of  the  skill  of  the  trained 
psychologist." 

Evaluation  of  Study  Resultis 

The  evaluating  team  warns  that  indis- 
criminate screening  could  have  unde- 
sirable consequences  if  the  results  ob- 
tained are  accepted  as  rigid  predictors  of 
the  child's  ability,  and  thereby  may  con- 
stitute a  threat  to  his  educational  op- 
portunities. 


"These  hazards  only  serve  to  empha- 
size the  need  for  the  pediatrician  to  be- 
come as  involved  with  the  intellectual 
development  of  the  child  as  he  has  tra- 
ditionally been  with  this  physical  growth. 
If  the  pediatrician  is  to  function  as  an 
effective  source  of  help  to  parents  con- 
cerned with  the  scholastic  achievement 
and  intellectual  competence  of  their  chil- 
dren, he  must  share  with  the  psycholo- 
gist, as  well  as  the  educator,  the  re- 
sponsibility of  evaluating,  and,  where 
appropriate,  managing  problems  refer- 
rable  to  intellectual  development." 

The  comparative  results  of  the  WISC 
(Wechsler  Intelligence  Scale  for  Chil- 
dren) administered  by  a  psychologist 
and  a  QT  by  a  pediatrician  to  these  50 
children  indicate  "a  correlation  coeffi- 
cient between  the  two  sets  of  results  of 
0.84.  An  analysis  of  the  data  indicates 
that  in  two  out  of  three  cases  the  QT 
will  predict  the  results  of  a  correspond- 
ing full-scale  Wise  within  8.8  points 
and  in  95%  within  17.6  points. 

"If  therefore  one  accepts  WISC  IQ- 
values  of  80  and  above  as  failing  within 
the  'normal'  range  and  those  below  80 
as  suggesting  defective  mental  develop- 
ment a  Quick  Test  IQ  value  greater  than 
90,  or  less  than  62,  may  be  expected  to 
identify  correctly  normality  or  retarda- 
tion in  95%  of  the  children  tested.  When 
used  alone,  solely  as  a  screening  pro- 
cedure, the  QT  appears  to  offer  a 
rapid,  reliable  method  for  identifying 
those  individuals  whose  WISC  IQ  is 
above  or  below  80,  since  in  90%  of  the 
cases  studied,  the  QT  and  correspond- 
ing WISC  values  fall  on  the  same  side 
of  this  arbitrary  dividing  point,"  the 
evaluating  team  reports. 

Conclusion  of  Study 

The  evaluating  team  concludes  that 
the  QT  is  a  reliable  screening  test  for 
intelligence,  suitable  for  use  as  a  pedia- 
tric office  procedure. 


Many  Saddened  by  .  ,  . 

The  untimely  death  of  Mrs.  Lillian 
Pfeiffer,  supervisor  of  the  Billings  pub- 
lic health  nursing  staff  saddened  her 
many  friends  and  associates.  Mrs.  Vir- 
ginia Kenyon,  director  of  public  health 
nursing,  said.  Mrs.  Pfeiffer  died  sud- 
denly at  her  home  in  Billings  early  on 
Christmas  Day. 

Mrs.  Pfeiffer  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Billings  Deaconess  School  of  Nursing 
and  had  a  long  and  varied  career  before 
going  into  public  health  nursing  which 
she  did  in  1945  and  received  prepara- 
tion in  that  field  at  the  University  of 
Minnesota. 

She  served  as  a  public  health  nurse  in 
Yellowstone  County  for  ten  years  and 
then  joined  the  Billings  School  Dist.  No. 
2  public  health  nursing  staff.  Since  No- 
vember, 1964  she  had  been  the  super- 
visor of  both  the  Billings  School  District 
and  Yellowstone  County  nursing  staffs. 

In  paying  tribute  to  Mrs.  Pfeiffer,  Mrs. 
Kenyon  said  that  she  was  loyal  and  dedi- 
cated and  gave  entirely  of  herself  not 
only  to  the  responsibilities  inherent  in 
her  job,  but  to  professional  and  com- 
munity activities  as  well.  In  speaking 
for  her  friends  and  associates,  Mrs.  Ken- 
yon said,  "Mrs.  Pfeiffer's  loss  leaves  a 
void  in  public  health  nursing  which  will 
not  easily  be  filled.  To  be  counted 
among  her  wide  circle  of  friends  was  a 
privilege,  and  in  that  capacity  her  loss 
will  be  most  keenly  felt  for  a  long  time 
to  come." 


*Ammons,  R.B.,  and  Ammons,  C.H.,  Quick 
Test  (QT),  available  from  Psychological 
Test  Specialists,  Box  1441,  Missoula,  Mont. 

t"A  Rapid  Screening  Test  for  Intelligence 
in  Children:  A  Preliminary  Report,  by  I. 
Barry  Pless,  M.D.;  Marvin  Snider,  Ph.D.; 
Ann  Eaton,  AB;  and  Richard  B.  Kearsley, 
M.D.,  Boston. 


The  listing  of  films  available  in  the 
Board's  lending  library  has  been  revised. 
A  limited  number  of  copies  are  avail- 
able on  request  to  the  Division  of  Pub- 
lic Health  Education. 


University  of  Hawaii 

School  of  Public  Health 
Receives  Accreditation 

Richard  K.  C.  Lee,  M.D.,  Dean  of 
the  School  of  Public  Health  at  the  Uni- 
versity of  Hawaii  in  Honolulu,  has  an- 
nounced the  recent  accreditation  of  the 
school  from  the  American  Public  Health 
Association. 

Degrees  Offered 

Degrees  offered  at  this  school  are 
Master  of  Public  Health  (M.P.H.)  and 
Master  of  Science  in  Public  Health 
(M.S.P.H.).  Areas  of  emphasis  in  the 
curriculum  include  biostatistics,  environ- 
mental sanitation,  epidemiology,  interna- 
tional health,  maternal  and  child  health, 
population  dynamics,  public  health  ad- 
ministration, public  health  education, 
public  health  engineering,  public  health 
laboratory  and  public  health  nutrition. 

Further  information  may  be  obtained 
by  writing  the  School  of  Public  Health 
at  the  University  of  Hawaii. 


"AWARENESS"  CAN  PREVENT 
ACCIDENTS  FROM  OCCURRING 


Accidents  most  often  happen  when 
they  are  least  expected — Colonel  John 
Glenn  accidentally  slipped  on  a  bath- 
room rug  and  fell,  striking  his  head 
against  the  edge  of  the  bathtub — causing 
a  serious  injury.  He  was  apparently  un- 
aware of  danger  in  his  familiar  home 
environment.  Yet  when  he  orbited  the 
earth  he  was  fully  aware  of  the  danger 
and  every  possible  precaution  was  taken 
to  insure  his  safe  return  to  earth — and 
he  returned  without  injury. 

The  element  of  risk  cannot  be  re- 
moved from  human  life,  and  some  peo- 
ple will  always  seek  out  danger  will- 
fully. However,  there  is  a  big  difference 
between  knowingly  endangering  one's  life 
and  needlessly  risking  it  by  thoughtless 
acts  in  daily  life. 

The  Philadelphia  Department  of  Pu- 
blic Health  recently  reported  an  "Acci- 
dent Control  Research-Demonstration 
Project"*  which  was  based  on  alerting 
people  to  the  awareness  of  potential  ac- 
cident hazards  utilizing  the  small  group 
discussion  as  the  educational  technique. 

Following  reference  to  the  compara- 
tive John  Glenn  incidents  as  noted  above, 
the  report  states  that  "until  somebody 
invents  an  absolutely  non-skid  bathroom 
floor  and  perhaps  resilient  tubs,  only  an 
awareness  that  danger  lurks  in  this  "se- 
cure" room  of  the  house  as  in  others, 
will  cause  people  to  take  precautions. 
Accidents,  the  leading  cause  of  death  for 
Americans  under  35  years  of  age,  cannot 
be  regarded  as  results  of  chance  or  bad 
luck  beyond  human  control,  particularly 
as  almost  half  of  them  occur  in  the 
home  or  on  the  home  premises." 

Apathy  to  safety  precautions — or — 
momentary  disregard  at  work  and  at 
play  is  the  most  important  cause  of 
accidents,  and  the  most  difficult  to  con- 
trol. There  is  no  vaccination  for  it,  no 
serum  that  can  be  injected  to  produce  a 
safety-conscious  person.  The  only  pos- 
sible approach,  the  report  states  is 
through  the  mysterious  workings  of  the 
individual  human  brain.  Only  there  can 
an  accident-preventing  "serum"  be  plac- 
ed which  will  lower  the  toll  of  acciden- 
tal injury  and  death. 

This  research-demonstration  projectf 
was  undertaken  in  the  belief  that  acci- 
dental injury  and  death  could  be  reduced 
substantially  by  using  this  educational 
technique.  The  primary  purpose  in  util- 


•Philadelphia  Department  of  Public  Health, 
"A  Little  Group  Can  Do  It".  1965. 

tProject  received  support  froM  the  PHS, 
Division  of  Accident  Prevention  and  ad- 
ministered by  the  Philadelphia  Health 
Research  Fund. 


izing  this  approach  was  to  apply  what  is 
already  known — about  the  effectiveness 
of  the  group  discussion  process,  to  a 
new  field:  community  concern  for  acci- 
dent prevention.  The  project  success- 
fully demonstrated  that  this  approach 
led  to  shared  "awareness"  of  the  group 
participants,  and  in  turn,  resulted  in  an 
effective  program  in  accident  prevention 
based  on  community  awareness  of  the 
problems  and  the  ways  to  meet  them. 


Regulations  Adopted  On  -  -  - 

Food  Service 
Establishments 

At  the  January  meeting  of  the  Mon- 
tana State  Board  of  Health,  regulati^ 
for  cafes,  lunch  counters,  itinerant 
stands  and  taverns  were  adopted, 
regulations  are  in  conformity  wit 
revised  sections  of  the  Montana  F 
and  Drug  law  as  adopted  by  the  1965 
legislature.  This  new  and  up-to-date 
law  simplifies  the  licensing  of  all  food 
purveyors  and  authorizes  the  Board  of 
Health  to  adopt  specific  regulations  re- 
lating to  food  purveyors. 

The  new  regulations  are  patterned 
after  a  code  developed  by  the  U.  S.  Pub- 
lic Health  Service  in  cooperation  with 
various  national  restaurant  organiza- 
tions, and  will  be  used  by  State  and  local 
public  health  officials  to  control  the  es- 
tablishments licensed  under  the  new  law, 
Vern  Sloulin,  Sanitarian  on  the  Board's 
Environmental  Sanitation  staff  said.  He 
also  said  several  Montana  cities  have 
already  adopted  ordinances  that  comply 
with  these  new  regulations. 


Study  Initiated  On  -  -  - 

Emergency 
Medical  Services 

A  study  of  the  emergency  medical 
services  as  they  exist  in  the  State  was 
started  last  month,  John  S.  Anderson, 
M.D.,  M.P.H.,  executive  officer  has  an- 
nounced. The  program  was  developed  in 
cooperation  with  the  Trauma  Commit- 
tee of  the  Montana  Chapter  of  the  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  Mary  E.  Soules,  M.D., 
M.P.H.  director  of  the  program  said. 

She  said  these  emergency  medical 
services  include  the  immediate  care  of 
the  patient  at  the  scene  of  the  accident, 
the  handling  of  the  patient  and  transpor- 
tation of  the  patient  to  the  treatment 
^  and  the  f  inililf  ^  iiliililji  In  1l  II 
•^hXpatient  on 
y  of  loc 
with  the 
sicians,  puWrc '  hearth 
interested  community  members. 

If  the  study  indicates  there  is  a  need 
for  the  training  of  personnel,  two  train- 
ing centers  will  be  established  and  the 
physicians  who  are  members  of  the 
Trauma  Committee  will  serve  as  the 
instructors. 

Howard  Farley,  who  has  been  on  the 
staff  of  the  Cascade  City-County  Health 
Department  in  Great  Falls,  since  March 
1962,  has  been  employed  to  assist  Dr. 
Soules  in  this  program.  Mr.  Farley  is 
an  active  ski  patrol  member  and  has 
been  working  in  other  aspects  of  acci- 
dent prevention  and  emergency  care. 
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(Continued  from  page  1) 
lie.  Education  of  the  general  public 
should  be  continued  so  that  they  are 
aware  of  the  constant  vigilance  it  takes 
to  keep  our  communities  healthful  places 
in  which  to  live. 

I  believe  money  spent  for  better  pub- 
lic health  is  one  of  the  best  investments 
a  taxpayer  can  make.  Where  else  can 
you  get  so  much  for  so  little? 

Is  it  possible  then,  to  put  a  price  on 
public  health?    My  answer  is  NO! 
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Mar.  18-19 — Montana  Association  for 
T^|ntal  Health,  Butte. 

Apr.  25-27 — Montana  Public  Health 
Association,  Great  Falls. 

May  23-26— A.P.H.A.  Western  Re- 
gion, Las  Vegas 


